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Advanced Placement®** US World History 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   
AP World History covers the history of the world from 600 C.E. to the present with an introduction 
unit on the period before (covering around 8000 B.C.E. to 600 C.E.). The course emphasizes 
“patterns of change” and the connections between the various world cultures throughout the time 
period being studied. Students will gain an understanding of the global experiences of humanity and 
be able to apply that knowledge to their growth and development as “world citizens”. The class has 
two major goals: (1) to prepare students to be successful on the AP World History exam and (2) to 
provide students with an understanding on why the world developed the way it did. 
 
 

PREREQUISITES: None 
 
COURSE LENGTH:  Two semesters 
 
REQUIRED TEXT:  World Civilization: The Global Experience (AP Edition), Stearns 

and others Longmam/Pearson, 3rd/2003; ISBN #0321099699 
 
COURSE OUTLINE: 
Semester 1 

• Foundations (c. 8000 B.C.E. to 600 C.E.) 
• World History, 600 C.E. to 1450 C.E. Two Worlds (Eurasia & Americas) 
• World History 1450 C.E. to 1750 C.E. World in Collision & Change 

 
Semester 2 

• World History 1750 C.E. to 1914 C.E. One World Triumphs 
• World History 1914 C.E. to the Present, Globalization: A Work in Progress (Creation of the 

Global Village) 


